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Abstract
We do not know when the first roots of religious beliefs began in ancient
Russia, But it can be said generally that the first peoples in the territory of
Russia did not have any specific religious concepts during the past ages, But the
inability of man to struggle with nature and his mysterious perceptions of him,
led over time, the appearance of the sacred beings, in the sense that led to the
emergence of religion; People have added to the various natural phenomena the
supernatural power and turned it into gods; Archaeological data indicate that the
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oldest religious evidence in Russia dates back to the fourth millennium BC,
revealing the oldest places of worship.

With the rise of the Slavic tribes, religious developments took place in
Russian territory, The Slavs sanctified the force of nature like other ancient
peoples, Although today we cannot distinguish many of the features of ancient
Slavic religion because of the destruction of their religion by Christian clergy,
However, the remaining traces and oral traditions have helped researchers to
rebuild the features of that religion. The admission of the governor of Kiev,
Vladimir |, to Christianity in 988 as an official religion in his kingdom is the
most important event in the history of Russia, This has contributed to the
development of culture and education there, and the Church has become the
main instrument for the transfer of Byzantine civilization to Russia, in the fields
of literature, art and music. During the period from the end of the tenth century
BC until the beginning of the twentieth century, the history of the Church
witnessed great developments through its relationship with the authorities on the
one hand and the movements hostile to it on the other, especially with its
emergence from heretical movements in the fifteenth century AD. The role of
the Church as an authority with great political influence in Russia ended only
with the reign of Caesar Peter the Great (1682-1752) and the reign of Catherine
Il (1762-1796), who effectively contributed to the end of that vast clerical
influence.

Despite the entry of Christianity into Russia, pagan ideas and traditions
have not ended, but have remained entrenched in Russian society, On the one
hand, the Shamanic rituals continued to exist in Siberia until the twentieth
century, On the other hand, many of the attributes of the ancient gods were
added to the Christian saints, On the third side, magical traditions existed even
before the First World War, which clearly indicates that Christianity could not
penetrate the old Russian popular beliefs.
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T.V.Tostaya, The Assumption Cathedral of the Moscow Kremlin: Fir the 500" Anniversary Russian Culture,(Moscow,1979).
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Markessini, Around The World of Orthodox Christianity,P.26.
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Sergei Hackel, " Nikon", in: Encyclopedia of Religion, Editor: Lindsay Jones,(New York,2005),Vol: 10,PP.6621-6622.
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The Canadian Encyclopedia, Doukhobors.
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The Canadian Encyclopedia, Doukhobors.
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Encyclopedia Britannica, Baptist.
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126) Mircea Eliade, "Shamanism: An Overview", in: Encyclopedia of Religion, Editor: Lindsay Jones,(New

York,2005),Vol:12,P.8269; Anna-Lewna Siikala, "Shamanism: Siberian and Inner Asian Shamanism", in: Encyclopedia of

Religion, Editor: Lindsay Jones,(New York,2005),Vol:12,P.8280.
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Encyclopedia Britannica, Manchu-Tungus Languages.
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Encyclopedia Britannica, Balinese.

130) Siikala, Shamanism: Siberian and Inner Asian Shamanism,P.8280-8281.
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Encyclopedia Britannica, Samoyedic languages.
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134) Siikala, Shamanism: Siberian and Inner Asian Shamanism, P. 8281.

) Ibid, 8281-8282.
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Laurence Delaby, "Yakut Religion", in: Encyclopedia of Religion, Editor: Lindsay Jones,(New York,2005),Vol:14, PP.9864-
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137) Siikala, Shamanism: Siberian and Inner Asian Shamanism, 8282.

) Ibid, 8282.

) Eliade, Shamanism: An Overview,P.8269; Siikala, Shamanism: Siberian and Inner Asian Shamanism,P.8282-8283.
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Eliade, Shamanism: An Overview,P.8270; Siikala, Shamanism: Siberian and Inner Asian Shamanism,P.8282-8283.
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142) Eliade, Shamanism: An Overview,P.8270.
") 1bid,P.8270.
144) Mircea Eliade, Shamanisms: Archaic Techniques of Ecstasy,(London,1964),P.13; Eliade, Shamanism: An
Overview,P.8270.
145) Siikala, Shamanism: Siberian and Inner Asian Shamanism,P.8282.
146) Eliade, Shamanisms: Archaic Techniques of Ecstasy,P.42-44; Eliade, Shamanism: An Overview,P.8270-8271; Siikala,
Shamanism: Siberian and Inner Asian Shamanism,P.8283;
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157) Eliade, Shamanism: An Overview,P.8272.
Ibid,P.8272.
) Ibid,P.8272-8273.
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Eliade, Shamanism: An Overview,P.8273.
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164) 164) Eliade, Shamanism: An Overview,P.8273.
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167) Kennedy, Russian and Slavic Myth and Legend,P.99.
168) Kennedy, Russian and Slavic Myth and Legend,P.80, 115; Marija Gimbutas,"Perun”, in: Encyclopedia of Religion,(New
York,2005),Vol: 10, P.7062.
169) Kennedy, Russian and Slavic Myth and Legend,P.90.
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