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Cognitive curiosity among university students
Khadija H. N.
Abstract:

The current research aims at measuring cognitive curiosity and its facets among
university students, identifying the differences in cognitive curiosity and its facets between
male and female students, and identifying the differences in cognitive curiosity and its
facets between scientific and humanistic specializations. The researcher developed the

Slater’s cognitive curiosity scale (2009) and translated it into Arabic. The scale’s reliability
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and validity have been computed. The results showed that university students have high
level of cognitive curiosity. The four facets were high among university students. The
results showed that there was no differences between male and female students in
cognitive curiosity and its facets with the exception of specific—epistemic curiosity that was
higher for males than for females. For the specialization, the results showed no
differences in cognitive curiosity and its facets with the exception of specific—epistemic

curiosity in favour of students with humanistic.
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()
(Lpd, Galo)
Cognitive curiosity scale

Instruction: Please read the following statements listed below and check the box that
corresponds most closely with the degree to which you agree or disagree with the
statement. Remember, there is no right or wrong answer, and don’t spend too much

time thinking about your answer.Simply go with your first choice.

| enjoy visiting art museums and galleries. .1

If | see an unfamiliar cloth or texture, 1 would likely feel it. .2

| like to listen to a wide variety of music. .3

In a waiting room, | will read a magazine that I have not seen before instead of .4
reading a familiar title.

I do not enjoy learning about a topic with which | am not familiar. .5

If someone left a Rubik cubeTM or other on my desk, I would spend hours tryingto .6
solve the puzzle.

When I have free time, I like to explore my surroundings. .7

When | am bored, | will watch informational television shows about culture, science .8
or history.
I would enjoy watching an airplane during an aerobatic demonstration. .9

I like to go to places | have never been before. .10

| frequently use the internet to explore new ideas, concepts ,or subjects in my free .11
time.

| often wonder how complex electronics or machinery operates. .12

If I hear an unfamiliar sound , I will go see where it came from. .13

If a friend told me not to mix two household ingredients, | would probably do it just .14
to see what happens.

If see an instrument for the first time, | would be interested in hearing what sound it .15
makes.

When visiting a zoo, | will spend more time seeing new animals than familiar ones. .16

| Would rather use my spare time learning something new rather than doing .17
something familiar.

In general, | have a strong desire to gather as much information about the world as .18
possible.

I can become easily distracted by new sights or sounds. .19

If a friend suggests a book about a topic lam interested in, | will likely read it. .20

I would likely eat at different type of restaurant just to change my routine. .21

| have no desire to know about cultures different from my own. .22

I will spend my leisure timeat a museum or art gallery. .23

When faced with a new topic, | will often go to the library or book store to find .24
more information.

I will often smell flowers, even if | know they smell like. .25

I am most likely to search for additional information when I feel 1 don’t know as .26
much as | should about a topic.
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| am fascinated by different architectural designs. .27

I schedule time to view or record informational television shows on channels such .28
as the discovery channel, or The Learning channel.

| have started a habit (i.e. smoking or drinking) because | was curious about its .29
mental or psychological effects.

If | see an unfamiliar fruit or vegetable in the store, | will usually smell or feel it. .30

I will schedule trips to historical sites and monuments. .31

| believe there is great value in learning for learning’s sake. .32

A wide variety of thing in this world fascinate me. .33

I am usually not satisfied with a simple answer to a question that | have asked. .34

| would get bored eating the same foods all the time. .35

I will try to find the answer to a puzzle or riddle .36

| like to try different kinds of ethnic foods. .37

When | hear about something in the news, | often seek out other sources of .38
information to confirm the original story.

If give the chance, | would be very interested in finding out how a magician does .39
their tricks.

I like to watch different type of motion pictures. .40
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